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Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 
Union Twp. Branch Library, 195 N. Broadway St., Union City MI 49094 

Monday, May 19, 2025, 5:30pm 

MINUTE S  
1. C all to Order 

BDL President  Benjamin Jewell called the meeting to order at 5:32 pm. 

2. P ledg e of A lleg ianc e 

3. R oll C all / Attendanc e 
Trustees Present: Susan Brooks, Robert Hostetler, Benjamin Jewell, Kimberly Langworthy, Joseph Lynch, 
Susan Smith 
Trustees Absent: Karen Smith (excused) 
Others Present: Kimberly Feltner, Maria Rathbun, John Rucker, 3 members of the Union City Friends group 

4. C ons ent Ag enda 
Motion by Kimberly Langworthy, supported by Joseph Lynch, to approve the Consent Agenda and place 
the items within it on file. Motion carried. 

A. BDL Regular Board Meeting Minutes: April 21, 2025 
B. Bills: April 2025 
C. Financial Statements: April 2025 
D. Branch County Penal Fine Report: March 2025 
E. Management Reports: May 14, 2025 
F. Branch Reports: May 14, 2025 
G. Monthly Statistical Report: April 2025 
H. Publicity and Comments: May 13, 2025 

5. Approval of the Ag enda 
Motion by Kimberly Langworthy, supported by Susan Brooks, to approve the Agenda as submitted. 
Motion carried. 

6. 2025 Tax R ate R eques t F orm (L -4029) 
Motion by Susan Smith, supported by Kimberly Langworthy, to approve the 2025 Tax Rate Request for the 
maximum authorized rate allowed, 1.0831 mills. Motion carried. 

7. C oldwater B ranc h S offit R epair 
Motion by Susan Brooks, supported by Kimberly Langworthy, to approve the request of $18,960.00 to STP 
Paining to repair, prep, prime and paint the soffit on the south side of the Coldwater Branch library. Motion 
carried. 

DR A F T 
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8. P olic y R eview:  Volunteer P olic y 
Motion by Joseph Lynch, supported by Susan Brooks to approve the recommended changes to the 
Volunteer Policy as presented for the “Volunteers Defined”, “How to Become a Volunteer” sections and to 
add the recommended 3rd bullet point to “Volunteer Hours of Work and Supervision”.  Motion carried. 

9. L eas ing  P roperty 
John shared with the Board a couple of possibilities for spaces to lease that would assist in fulfilling one of 
our 2018 strategic goals.  The Museum Gallery and the former Advanced Auto Parts (next to PNC bank) 
were both discussed as possible options.  The Board agreed that it is worth looking into lease possibilities 
and seeking out additional information.  No action required/taken. 

10. R eport from this  month’s  hos t branc h:  Maria R athbun, Union Twp. B ranc h Manag er 
Maria updated the Board on the upcoming launch of the Summer Reading Program (14 already 
registered!).  The theme is “Color Our World” and she wanted to thank the Union City Friends group for 
their donation to provide performers (a comic book artist and Leila Arboretum) and prizes.  Union City 
hosted the county wide Friends of the Library meeting on Earth Day with all but Coldwater being in 
attendance.  Friends toured the Bookmobile and shared ideas and successes.  Children’s author Dana 
Norton visited the branch for storytime with 39 in attendance. 
 

11. Announc ements  
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Branch District Library Board of Trustees will be held Monday, 
June 16, 2025, at 5:30 pm at the Sherwood Branch Library. 

12. P ublic  C omments  – Representatives from the Union City Friends group offered their praise for Maria and 
the rest of the staff.  Kimberly Feltner informed the Board that Maria’s 7-year anniversary with BDL is this 
week and also offered praises.  Maria is working her way towards a degree in Library Science. 

13. Adjournment 
Motion by Joseph Lynch, supported by Susan Brooks, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. The meeting 
was adjourned at 6:03 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kimberly S. Langworthy 
BDL Board Secretary 


